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with his tail lowered, precisely in my direction. I was about sixty paces from
him; and, taking aim, I sent him a ball in the ribs while the animal, who had
not sighted me, turned his head to follow the movements of my companion.
Uttering a terrible roar, he sprang in the air, and re-entered the thicket. My
mahout urged his elephant onwards, and we were soon in the bed of the nullah,
whence we could see the tiger, two hundred yards away from us, escaping towards
the wood. Mr. H-------, who had been watching his movements and had anti-
cipated him, stopped him with a shot. The wounded tiger, seeing himself
surrounded, marched straight towards my companion; whereupon his elephant,
dreading the encounter, suddenly turned round and took to flight: but the
infuriated brute soon came up with him, and with one bound clung to his hind
quarters. A shudder ran through me: I thought our friend was lost. A few
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yards only divided us, and the mahout urged my elephant forward by his cries,

when Mr. H-------, firing full in the face of the tiger, rolled him over to the ground

He was a thoroughly desperate animal, for, rising again, he rushed this time upon
my elephant, which had at length arrived on the scene of action; but, even as he
made his effort to fasten on to its leg, I shattered his back with a ball, and he fell
back expiring. We severally gave him another ball, however, to make quite sure
of his death.

Dismounting from my elephant, I went up to my friend, and, shaking him by
the hand, congratulated him on having so coolly met the first attack of the tiger.
We then examined our victim. He was a thorough royal tiger, in the prime of
life; his coat, of an orange colour, was marked with superb black and white
stripes ,* and from the muzzle to the extremity of the tail he measured rather
more than three yards, which i$ a. good moderate stee for an adult tiger. Our